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National Disability Organizations Condemn the Federal Government’s
Abandonment of Its Commitment to Community Inteqgration for People
with Disabilities, as Approved by the Court in Texas v. Kennedy

Yesterday, the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Texas granted an order
implementing a settlement between the federal government, Texas, and four other
states. The court order vacates provisions referencing the longstanding right to
community integration for people with disabilities in the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) regulations implementing Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973. Section 504 prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability in federally funded
programs. The federal government’s Section 504 regulations have included integration
provisions since 1977. The court’s order in Texas v. Kennedy accepting the parties’
agreement breaks with decades of caselaw recognizing and upholding the right of
people with disabilities to live, learn, and work in their communities.

We strongly and unequivocally condemn the federal government's abandonment
of its duty to enforce the right of people with disabilities to live in their own
homes and communities.

The court’s order does not impact other portions of the 2024 HHS Section 504 Rule or
any other agency’s disability rights regulations. Nor does it change the statutory
requirements in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Longstanding legal precedent
across the country makes clear that federal law requires state and local governments to
provide services in the most integrated setting appropriate and prohibit the unnecessary
institutionalization and segregation of people with disabilities.

We will not go back.

This statement was created by The Arc of the United States, Bazelon Center for Mental
Health Law, Center for Public Representation, Disability Rights Education & Defense
Fund, Justice in Aging, the National Health Law Program, and American Civil Liberties
Union, with contributions by Alison Barkoff, Hirsh Health Law and Policy Associate
Professor, George Washington University.
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