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Bazelon Center Statement on House Passage of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act

The Bazelon Center strongly condemns the House of Representatives’ passage of the One
Big Beautiful Bill Act, which would strip millions of Americans of needed health care and other
vital services. Passed by the U.S. House of Representatives on May 22, 2025, this legislation
would make draconian cuts to the Medicaid program—a lifeline for millions of people with
disabilities—and slash other critical services.

The House-passed bill would cut Medicaid by more than $700 billion and strip coverage
from at least 8.6 million people, in part by imposing new requirements that would take away
Medicaid from those who are not working or doing “community engagement” activities at least
80 hours per month. We know from past experience that these requirements do not increase
employment but instead cause large numbers of Medicaid beneficiaries to lose their health
coverage improperly by trapping them in complex verification processes. In fact, more than 90%
of Medicaid recipients already work or qualify for an exemption to work requirements because
they are in school, caring for someone else, or managing a significant health condition. The true
purpose of the bill’s work requirements appears to be to take away health coverage rather than to
increase work.

Further, the bill would punish those who lose coverage due to work requirements by
prohibiting them from receiving financial assistance to secure coverage through the state or
federal health exchanges, leaving them with no viable health coverage options.

The House-passed bill also mandates more frequent Medicaid eligibility redeterminations
without any basis for doing so. Far too many people, and particularly people with significant
mental health disabilities, already lose coverage inappropriately due to their inability to navigate
the redeterminations process. That number will only increase if Congress enacts this legislation.
The bill also includes other provisions that would make it more difficult for people to receive the
health care they need, including increased cost-sharing for Medicaid services and a reduced
period of retroactive coverage—a critical protection for people who need health coverage but are
not yet enrolled in Medicaid.

In addition to Medicaid cuts, large numbers of children are also projected to lose health
coverage under the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). Between Medicaid and CHIP
cuts, about 10 million people would lose coverage. Further, another 5 million people would lose
coverage due to Congress’s failure to extend premium subsidies under the Affordable Care Act.
And many would lose the ability to meet basic nutritional needs due to the bill’s expansion of
work requirements for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), amounting to an
estimated $267 billion cut.
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https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/cbo-emails-re-e%26c-reconcilation-scores-may-11%2C-2025.pdf
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/cbo-emails-re-e%26c-reconcilation-scores-may-11%2C-2025.pdf
https://www.bazelon.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/3-28-25-Bazelon-Resource-on-Medicaid-Work-Requirements-final.pdf
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/5-key-facts-about-medicaid-work-requirements/
https://d1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net/E_and_C_Markup_Subtitle_D_Part_I_5_12_25_4628d60c2a.pdf
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/cbo-emails-re-e%26c-reconcilation-scores-may-11%2C-2025.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2025-05/61422-Reconciliation-Distributional-Analysis.pdf
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The One Big Beautiful Bill Act is an attack on people with disabilities and others who
rely on Medicaid and other programs that would be slashed by this legislation. As the bill moves
to the Senate, we call on Senators to reject these staggering cuts to health care and other
desperately needed services. Congress must reject efforts to strip essential services from
millions of people in order to finance tax breaks for wealthy individuals. Americans deserve
better.

May 23, 2025

o1 15th Street NW, Suite 205 Washington, DC 20005 202 467 5730

www.bazelon.org  @bazeloncenter




