
 
 
 
 

1 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

STIPULATED JUDGMENT PURSUANT TO CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
 

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
 

WESTERN DIVISION 
 

KATIE A., etc., et al,  
 
    Plaintiffs, 
v.  
 
TOBY DOUGLAS, etc., et al, 
 
    Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

CASE NO. CV-02-05662 AHM (SHx) 

STIPULATED JUDGMENT 
PURSUANT TO     CLASS ACTION 
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

Date:      December 1, 2011 
Time:     2:00 p.m. 
Courtroom: 14  
Judge:  A. Howard Matz 

 
 
 

 

 Plaintiffs and Defendants, the Director of the California Department of 

Health Care Services (CDHCS), the Director of the California Department of 

Social Services (CDSS), as well as non-party (Real Party in Interest) the Director 

of the California Department of Mental Health (CDMH) (collectively “State 

Defendants”) have entered into a settlement agreement for resolution of this class 

action matter.  Defendant Los Angeles County previously entered into a settlement 

agreement with plaintiffs which this court approved and entered judgment pursuant 

thereto on July 17, 2003. 
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 Plaintiffs and the State Defendants (the Parties) have submitted the proposed 

Settlement Agreement to the Court for final approval pursuant to, and in 

compliance with Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 23, subdivision (e).   

 The Court found that the Parties gave notice of the proposed Settlement 

Agreement to the Plaintiff class and others thereby affected in a reasonable 

manner.   Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(e)(1).  On December 1, 2011, the Court conducted a 

fairness hearing pursuant to Fed.R. Civ. P. 23(e)(2), affording the parties and all 

other interested persons the opportunity to be heard in support of and in opposition 

to the proposed settlement agreement.  After reviewing and considering the papers 

filed in support of the settlement agreement, the evidence, argument, comments 

and objections submitted at the fairness hearing, the Court has made a finding that 

the settlement agreement is fair, reasonable and adequate to bind class members.   

 The Court having fully considered the matter and good cause appearing, 

hereby ORDERS, ADJUDGES AND DECREES as follows: 

1. The Court has jurisdiction over the claims for injunctive and 

declaratory relief against State Defendants pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331, 1343 

and 1367.  Venue is proper in the Central District of California pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. § 1391(b). 

2.   This case has been certified as a class action for purposes of all claims 

against State Defendants on behalf of a class of children in California who: 

  (a)  Are in foster care or are at imminent risk of foster care 

placement, and 

  (b)  Have a mental illness or condition that has been documented or, 

had an assessment already been conducted, would have been documented, and 

  (c)  Who need individualized mental health services, including but 

not limited to professionally acceptable assessments, behavioral support and case 

management services, family support, crisis support, therapeutic foster care, and 
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other medically necessary services in the home or in a home-like setting, to treat or 

ameliorate their illness or condition. 

   

 For the purposes of this case, “imminent risk of foster care placement” 

means that within the last 180 days a child has been participating in voluntary 

family maintenance services or voluntary family reunification placements and/or 

has been the subject of either a telephone call to the Child Protective Services 

hotline or some other documented communication made to a local Child Protective 

Services agency regarding suspicions of abuse, neglect or abandonment. 

3.   Judgment is entered pursuant to the terms of the Settlement 

Agreement incorporated herein, as though fully set forth, and attached as Exhibit A 

to this Judgment. 

4.   The Court orders the parties to the Settlement Agreement to perform 

all of their obligations thereunder. 

5.   The Court will retain jurisdiction over this lawsuit until 36 months 

after court approval of the Settlement Agreement, at which time the Court’s 

jurisdiction will expire.  Pursuant to Paragraph 30 of the Settlement Agreement, 

this expiration of jurisdiction shall not be extended, for any reason, beyond the 36-

month period following approval of the Settlement Agreement. 

 6. Pursuant to Paragraph 15 of the Settlement Agreement, the Settlement 

Agreement settles all claims against the State Defendants in this lawsuit.  

7.   The Court finds that no just reason exists for delay in entering this 

Judgment pursuant to the Settlement Agreement.  Accordingly, the Clerk is hereby 

directed to enter this Final Judgment. 

Case 2:02-cv-05662-AHM -SH   Document 779    Filed 12/05/11   Page 3 of 42   Page ID
 #:5056



 
 
 
 

4 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

STIPULATED JUDGMENT PURSUANT TO CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
 

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

8. This Judgment is binding against State Defendants, their successors in 

office, CDHCS, CDSS, CDMH1, the respective officers, agents and employees of 

these state agencies. 

9. The Court will subsequently dismiss this lawsuit against the State 

Defendants in accordance with the terms of the Settlement Agreement. 

 

 

DATED: December 05, 2011 

 

 

    ____________________________________________ 
A. HOWARD MATZ 
United States District Judge 
 
 
 

                            

1 Because of the possible restructuring of CDMH, at this time it is uncertain as to whether 
CDMH will be the State agency responsible for performing the obligations assigned to CDMH 
pursuant to this Agreement.  State Defendants agree that the State will perform CDMH’s 
obligations under this Agreement. 
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