IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIRR riemsror mesesen
Fil

JACKSON DIVISION
) JUL 11 2007
J.A., by and through her next friend, Kimberly ) E—
Hornsby; H.D. by and through her next friend, ) oy -T : DEPUTY

Roy Dowdy; S.G., by and through her next friend, )
Billie Stewart; M.S. by and through her next friend, )
Audrea Sibley; E.S. by and through her next friend, )
Alicia Stojic; S.W. by and through her next friend, )
Virginia Cook; and the Mississippi Protection and )
Advocacy Systems, Inc.

Plaintiffs,

vs. SOTVIH PRIICS
GOVERNOR HALEY BARBOUR, in his official
capacity; DONALD TAYLOR, in his official
capacity as Executive Director of the Mississippi
Department of Human Services; L. DONALD
ARMAGOST in his official and individual
capacities as the administrator of Columbia
Training School; RICHARD JAMES, in his
official and individual capacities as Assistant
Administrator of Columbia Training School;
KATHY PITTMAN, in her official capacity

as Director of the Division of Youth Services;

Mr. ALEXANDER in his official and individual
capacities as a Columbia Training School Security
Officer.

Defendants.
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COMPLAINT
1. This is a civil action pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1983 to vindicate the rights of mentally ill
girls committed to Columbia Training School under the Eighth and Fourteenth Amendments to

the United States Constitution. The individual Plaintiffs are all girls living with mental illness



who were committed to Columbia Training School for non-violent offenses; most of the girls are
victims of past physical or sexual abuse. All were sent to Columbia to receive rehabilitative
treatment so that they could turn their troubled lives around. Indeed, the Constitution demands
that youth committed to Columbia Training School receive individualized care and treatment to
enable them to become productive members of society. Youth committed to Columbia also have
a “right to treatment,” which includes the right to reasonably safe conditions of confinement,
rehabilitative training, and freedom from unreasonable bodily restraint. Children committed to
" training schools are further protected by the Constitution’s prohibition on cruel and-unusual
punishment.

2. Despite a well-documented history of widespread abuse at Columbia Training School,
the Defendants fail to implement the staff oversight policies and practices that would protect the
girls from violations of their constitutional rights. Defendants continue to deny rehabilitative and
mental health treatment to disabled girls at Columbia and have failed to take appropriate
measures to protect the girls from illegal abuses. |

3. Instead of providing the individuai Plaintiffs with constitutionally required care and
rehabilitation, the Defendants ignore well-established law and act with deliberate indifference by
subjecting the girls to horrendous abuses such as prolonged, punitive shackling and, in at least
one case, a sexual assault. Compounding these abuses, the Defendants also deny disabled girls
the mental health and rehabilitative care that they desperately needed and to which they are
entitled under federal law. |

4.  While under the care of the Defendants, several individual Plaintiffs engaged in acts of
serious self-harm because of Defendants’ failure to provide them with constitutionally adequate
mental health treatment and supervision. One suicidal girl was left alone long enough to slice her

wrist on the edges of her concrete bunk. Another cut herself with glass and with a razor blade






